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“As a parent of three, I fully understand the costs of

raising children, and I believe Alberta families deserve
to keep more, not less, of their hard-earned money.
Alberta families are a primary source of Alberta’s
energy and economic momentum. They deserve a
government that will put them first,” he added in a
news release. 
McAllister says if the PC government used their

money better, then parents wouldn’t have to pay for
school fees, as it would be covered by property taxes
and the government. 
“Somewhere along the way … the PC’s … fiscal

mismanagement meant less money going to school
boards, less money going to the classroom, so it’s sort
of like the ball rolling downhill. Now boards are stuck
with … unpredictable funding coming from the
government, so they’re in a spot where they’re trying
to replace this money, so they go to parents,” adds
McAllister. 
McAllister says if the PC government would 

stop wasting millions of dollars and hundreds of
millions of dollars on giant severance packages for
bureaucrats and bonuses for their friends, then that
money could go towards education. 
“They just gave their senior management a seven

per cent raise … after all of the talk about fiscal
management in Alberta, all of their senior managers
and bureaucrats got seven per cent raise. That
amounts to about 55 million dollars,” says McAllister. 
He estimated the cost of school fees to be around

$60 million. 
McAllister says the Wildrose Party just wants to give

Albertans an opportunity to have their voices heard.
At some point, this petition will be presented in the
Legislature, but he says this is a good opportunity for
Albertans to sign up and leave their names and to let
the government know they’re tired of being taken for
granted. 
This petition has been spread all by word of mouth

as parents hear about it, sign and tell their friends. 
Since about the first week or two of September, this

petition has been live for people to sign and Albertans
have been voicing their opinions. 
People have been leaving their comments about

school fees and some include: “$470+ band+
materials for three kids, need I say broke! I work, 
pay taxes, property taxes too! Sacrifice food!”; “A
minimum of $500 for grades four and five — not to
mention the nickel and diming throughout the year
+$200.”; “$350-ish for the oldest in Grade 12 …
haven’t seen the other’s yet.”
The petition can be found at: http://www.

wildrose.ca/endmandatoryfees.
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Residents of Vulcan and area will have 

a chance to view a partial solar eclipse at
the Star Trek Space Station in Vulcan 
Oct. 23.
The event gets underway at 1:30 p.m.

Members of the Royal Astronomical Society
of Canada, based out of Calgary, will be on
hand to help viewers see this special event.
There will be telescopes and binoculars

available to help those in attendance get a
better view of this partial solar eclipse as the
moon shadows the sun. It will be visible for
about four hours.
“Special solar filters over visual aids are

required as it’s not a normal, naked eye
object which can be viewed safely in
Western Canada,” points out Neel Roberts,
astronomy co-ordinator.
This rare event doesn’t happen very often.

The last one was on Sunday, May 20, 2012
and it won’t happen again until Aug. 21,
2017 and Oct. 14, 2023.
“Cash in while you can in the country 

with no crowds or line ups for viewing,” 
says Roberts. “Solar eclipses can happen
every year over the oceans, deserts or
unpopulated area, but rarely in your own
backyard with good weather.”
According to Wikipedia: “A solar eclipse

occurs when the Moon passes between
Earth and the Sun, thereby totally or partly
obscuring the image of the Sun for a viewer
on Earth. A partial solar eclipse occurs 
in the polar regions of the Earth when 
the center of the Moon's shadow misses the
Earth.”
More information about solar eclipses is available

online at: http://www.space.com/15613-solar-
eclipses-observing-guide-infographic.html. 
Information about the Royal Astronomical Society

of Canada is available on the website at:
http://calgary.rasc.ca/ or information about the
Vulcan Star Trek Centre and its various activities is
available online at: www.vulcantourism.com or by
phoning 403-485-2994 and their Friday monthly
meetings at http://calgary.rasc.ca/vulcan2014.htm.

Vulcan Star Trek Center hosting
rare ‘partial’ solar eclipse viewing

Petition to end
school fees gaining
its momentum
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Neel Roberts, Roland Dechesne and Karl Ivarson Jr. pose
with some of the equipment used for viewing sky events
including a 20-inch telescope.
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With ongoing summer travel and the back to school

season underway, the Canada Border Services Agency
(CBSA) is expecting higher traffic volumes throughout
the holiday weekend and into Thanksgiving Monday.
The CBSA also reminds travellers that during peak

hours, the Coutts border crossing will have all primary
inspection lanes open and the port will be operating at
maximum capacity.
To help plan, use the tools on the CBSA mobile site,

such as the Duty and Taxes Estimator: www.cbsa-
asfc.gc.ca/travel-voyage/dte-acl/est-cal-eng.html.
If a person has gone over the exemption, or are not

entitled to an exemption, one may have to pay duties
and taxes on the goods.

Here are a few other tips to expedite entry:
1. Beat the border rush. Cross at a non-peak time.
Regardless of a person’s routing, try to plan crossing

the border in the morning, especially if one crosses on
Monday or Tuesday. Most lineups at the border start
building in the afternoon and carry on throughout the
evening. People can use Border Wait Times services to
check lineups at Coutts, Alta.; North Portal, Sask.;
and Emerson, Man. One can also subscribe by Twitter
(@CBSA_BWT) to see listings on the go. U.S.-bound or
Canada-bound information is available.
2. Keep travel documents handy. An officer will scan

them.
One of the best ways your family can save time

returning to Canada is to make sure each passenger
has the correct travel document handy and ready to
give to the CBSA officer. A passport is the best bet. 
If a person prefers to travel light while on the road, an
enhanced driver's licence might be the option
(available to Manitoba and B.C. residents only). 
Other acceptable forms of ID include: birth

certificates with accompanying photo ID such as
regular driver’s licences; permanent resident cards;

citizenship cards or certificates of Indian status.
3. Know purchases, know where receipts are, and

know exemptions and restrictions.
If a family has purchased goods in the U.S., mailed

gifts, or made major repairs or upgrades to a vehicle 
or boat, they will need to declare the total value of the
purchases and back the laim with the receipts. 
Each traveller is entitled to certain personal

exemptions on items such as alcohol and tobacco
depending on the length of the visit, and this can save
money. 
Also remember some goods will always be restricted

in Canada, such as firearms. Take the time to know
what a person can bring back to Canada, and that
time will pay dividends at the border.
4. Know the contents of vehicles.
It's as important to declare certain items in a vehicle

and/or boat when returning to Canada. For example,
if one has food tucked away in coolers or organic items
such as soil (for example, in a bait container) or
firewood, make sure to tell the CBSA officer. These
kinds of products are easily forgotten when crossing,
but could potentially create health and environmental
problems for Canada.
5. Not sure? Ask the CBSA officer.
The single best thing a person can do to save time

returning to Canada is to simply be open and honest
with the CBSA officer. If one is not sure about what to
declare, don’t hesitate to ask. The officers are there to
help.
The CBSA encourages all Canadian residents to 

be border-savvy travellers and save time this long
weekend by making a smooth return a “must-have”
part of holiday itineraries. For these tips and more,
watch the travel tips video to hear advice directly from
officers, or read the travel tips fact sheet. The CBSA
also has a mobile website for busy planners who like
to stay connected.

CBSA reminds border travellers to
plan ahead for Thanksgiving weekend
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